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NCER TRAILBLAZES WITH HIGH-IMPACT STRATEGIC PROJECTS,       

 EMPOWERING THE RAKYAT  

Putrajaya, 18 March 2019 – Economic development corridors are vital in addressing regional 

imbalances and attracting investments to accelerate economic growth. The Prime Minister of 

Malaysia, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad announced that the Northern Corridor Implementation 

Authority (NCIA) will not be dissolved, but instead to be further empowered to continue leading 

socio-economic development through high impact strategic projects that will directly benefit the 

rakyat in the Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER). Tun Dr Mahathir said this at the NCIA 

20th Council meeting today.  

The meeting unveiled various bold and robust plans for the regional development authority's way 

forward in attracting investment and improving the well-being of the rakyat in NCER through job 

creation, elevated household income and creating entrepreneurial opportunities. 

The nation’s premier stated that all the major high-impact strategic development projects will 

continue in the NCER states of Kedah, Penang, Perak and Perlis. Among the notable key projects 

ongoing in the region include the Kedah Science and Technology Park (KSTP); Kedah Rubber 

City (KRC); and the Special Border Economic Zone (SBEZ) in Kedah; the enhancement of the 

Royal Belum Canopy Walk, tourism facilities in Bukit Larut, the Seed Centre in Sauk and 

comprehensive development for Wilayah Perak Selatan (WPS) in Perak; and the Chuping Valley 

Industrial Area (CVIA), Perlis Inland Port (PIP) and Kangar Sentral transport terminal in Perlis. 

In Penang, the Collaborative Research in Engineering, Science and Technology (CREST) will 

forge as a platform for industry players, academia and the Government to collaborate and 

promote research and development (R&D) activities in the electrical and electronics (E&E) 

sector. The Gallium Nitride on Gallium Nitride (GaN-on-GaN) project undertaken by CREST is to 

establish epitaxy capability for the Solid State Lighting (SSL) and LED industry in Malaysia. By 

preparing research & development (R&D) talent and providing conducive environment, CREST 

provides the advantage and innovation for industries to move up the value chain, while creating 

an added advantage to attract investors. 

To further boost its development delivery agenda, NCIA will be anchoring on its new NCER 

Strategic Framework to deliver job creation, entrepreneurship opportunities and high income to 

the rakyat in the region. The regional programmes and initiatives to deliver these outcomes 

include attracting investments in priority sectors such as manufacturing, modern agriculture and 

services (i.e. tourism, logistics, Global Business Services) as well as other strategic sectors such 

as petro-chemicals and aerospace.  

Aiming to achieve RM12 billion in committed investment in 2019, NCIA is all set to attract 

investors into the region, especially into identified Less Developed Areas (LDAs). To this end, 

NCIA is in consultation with the Ministry of Finance (MOF) to enhance its current NCER 

Incentives Package, especially to include oil, gas and petrochemical cluster activities.  

To ensure an efficient and seamless management of high impact projects, NCIA will adopt the 

Integrated Industrial Park Management Model. This model will be implemented in KSTP, KRC, 



the Manufacturing and Logistic Industrial Park, Sidam; and Petro-Chemical Industry Park, Gurun 

in Kedah; the Perak Hi-Tech Industrial Park, Ipoh; and in CVIA, Perlis to encourage 

competitiveness and sustainability of these parks. 

Besides infrastructure projects, the NCER Talent Enhancement Programme (NTEP) will be 

launched to address unemployment among local graduates and to ensure adequate supply of 

skilled workforce as required by the industries and investors. 

Also launched were the significant ‘Empower@NCER’ and ‘Entrepreneur@NCER’ programmes 

to attract ambitious individuals from NCER to kick-start their businesses and to accelerate 

entrepreneurship ecosystems throughout the region.  

‘Empower@NCER’ comprises the Academic Programmes and Skill & Entrepreneurship 

Programmes; with the former aiming to provide holistic education for academic excellence, skill 

competencies and personal development for the B40 and Orang Asli groups. The latter 

programme is set to provide basic entrepreneurship skills and training for the youth, women, B40 

and Orang Asli groups. 

The ‘Entrepreneur@NCER’ programme will be instituted throughout the region in a move to feed 

the supply chain of industry in NCER. The Entrepreneurship Development component of the 

programme is set to elevate and expand existing businesses of micro enterprises and small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs); while the SME Development Industry Revolution (IR) 4.0 

adoption is to encourage conversion of IR 4.0 amongst SMEs particularly in Kulim, Kinta and 

Penang via provision of technology and incentives. With the onset of IR 4.0, NCER will also 

leverage on the momentum driven by the convergence of industries due to innovation and 

digitalisation, as greater use of technology will boost productivity and raise the nation’s overall 

competitiveness. 

By leveraging its new NCER strategic framework, NCIA with the collaboration of the four states 

in NCER will continue striving to ensure balanced and inclusive socio-economic development, 

while ensuring economic spillovers and benefits equitably distributed amongst the rakyat. This 

will pave way for NCER to function as the focal point for collaboration, connectivity, technological 

transfer and access to ready markets, essentially as a premier investment region.  

Tun Dr Mahathir also officially announced the appointment of Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace 

John as the new Chief Executive of NCIA. Prior to joining NCIA, Datuk Seri Issace was the Chief 

Executive Officer of the East Coast Economic Region Development Council (ECERDC). His 

pivotal roles in effecting policies have revolutionised the infrastructural landscape, and 

subsequently accelerated the socio-economic development in the eastern region. Datuk Seri 

Issace’s accomplishments include developing plans for major urban centres in Selangor, and the 

planning and development of Pulau Langkawi, Kulim Hi-Tech Park (KHTP) and Malaysia’s 

administrative capital, Putrajaya.  

Datuk Seri Issace’s experiences and expertise will be advantageous for the region as it aspires 

to be an eminent destination for investment and advancement. “Our focus will be to attract more 

private investments, increase entrepreneurial opportunities and generate new jobs, ultimately 

elevating household incomes for the rakyat in NCER,” said Datuk Seri Issace. 

– ENDS – 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: 

 

About NCIA 

The Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) is an implementation authority 
responsible for establishing directions, devising policies and strategies related to the 
development of Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER)’s programmes. Incorporated in 
June 2008 under the Northern Corridor Implementation Authority Act 2008 (Act 687), NCIA‘s 
primary mandate is to promote and accelerate development of NCER into a world-class 
economic region and a choice destination for investment, work and living. NCIA will continue to 
drive the growth of NCER towards becoming a world-class economic region by 2025 by 
catalysing and implementing high value-added development programmes in three key sectors 
namely Manufacturing, Agriculture & Bio-industries and Services. The subsectors for Services 
are Tourism; Logistics and Connectivity; and Global Business Services (GBS). 
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