
      
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Official Inauguration of Enza Zaden Asia: Research & Development Facility  

 

SAUK, PERAK (29 MARCH 2018) - International vegetable breeding company Enza Zaden 

officially opens its Asian R&D facilities at Sauk (Perak) in Malaysia. 

 

Opening festivities 

The international vegetable breeding company organises a comprehensive programme to 

celebrate the opening of Enza Zaden Asia: with customers and chain partners from different 

Southeast Asian countries, Government officials and, because of the Dutch roots of Enza 

Zaden, the Ambassador of the Netherlands in Malaysia. 

 

An independent family business 

Enza Zaden is a leading independent family business supplying quality vegetable seeds for 

80 years. Jaap Mazereeuw, CEO of Enza Zaden and the third generation running the company 

said: “Anywhere in the world, people should have access to healthy vegetables. Our core 

activity is to develop the best vegetable varieties and the highest quality vegetable seeds that 

are most appropriate for each part of the world. With our 45 subsidiaries on 6 continents, we 

are breeding in more than thirty vegetable crops. Ranging from lettuces, sweet peppers, 

tomatoes, cucumbers and onions to bitter gourds and hot peppers”. Farmers will benefit from 

the high-quality seeds through enhanced productivity per unit area as well as being able to 

market quality produce. 

 

Malaysia as the perfect location for Enza Zaden Asia 

Jaap Mazereeuw: “Malaysia is the perfect location for business, vegetable breeding for and 

logistics throughout South East Asia. That’s why we have chosen this location as our regional 

headquarters, for our new R&D location and as the logistic hub for Southeast Asia.” 

 

“The Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER) is integral to Malaysia’s food security 

agenda, and the presence of the Enza Zaden Asia’s headquarters and logistics facilities here 

will strengthen the industry’s requirement to support new agriculture activities in the state, the 

region and Malaysia as a whole,” said Dato’ Saarani Bin Mohamad, the State Executive 

Council Member of Perak Darul Ridzuan and Committee Chairman for Rural Development, 

Agriculture, Plantation, Information and Human Capital Development of Perak Darul Ridzuan, 

who represented Dato’ Seri DiRaja Dr. Zambry Bin Abd Kadir, the Chief Minister of the State 

of Perak Darul Ridzuan at the official inauguration of Enza Zaden Asia’s R&D Facility in Sauk 

today. 



R&D facilities 

With 20 hectares of terraced irrigated trial fields, several greenhouses and tunnels for breeding 

activities, phytopathology research and farm support buildings, Enza Zaden Asia is ready to 

develop new vegetable varieties. Varieties that are totally attuned to the Southeast Asian 

market and climate demands.  

 

New strong varieties in bitter gourd and pumpkin 

Pankaj Malik, Regional Director Enza Zaden Asia said: “We already have successful varieties 

of bitter gourd and pumpkin ready. Early next year, these varieties will be available for our 

customers.”  

 

He continues: “Our customers in South East Asia are assured of seeds that will meet the 

highest international quality standards in terms of germination rate, genetic- and physical 

purity and seed health. By storing the seeds at strict temperature and humidity settings, the 

seeds will maintain these quality standards until they reach the grower. Next to that, the 

varieties developed in the R&D station will have to meet a distinctive character and to create 

added value for the grower and end consumer. This added value can come in terms of disease 

resistance, total plant yield and improved eating quality of the final vegetable produce.” 

 

Modernising agricultural activities  

YB Dato Saarani: “We consider the activities of Enza Zaden in South East Asia as fulfilling the 

State’s strategy in modernising agriculture and increasing the income of local growers. An 

important aspect in the modernisation of agricultural activities is to ensure growers good 

accessibility to good starting materials. The government’s aspiration to increase the income 

of the farmers could be achieved through the adoption of good agricultural practices which 

include high quality seeds.” 

 

This region as a major tropical seed producer 

“We welcome the presence of Enza Zaden. This fulfils our vision to establish this region as a 

major tropical seed producer in Malaysia”, says YBhg Datuk Redza Rafiq, Chief Executive of 

NCIA. “This project is one of the components identified in the NCER’s Blueprint where NCIA 

has a mission to modernise the agriculture in this region.  The Enza Zaden’s vision of granting 

people all over the world access to healthy vegetables, is in line with NCIA’s mission of 

modernising agriculture as stipulated in the NCER Blueprint 1.0.  We are hopeful that Enza 

Zaden will develop vegetable varieties that are more suited to the low land production in 

Malaysia.  This would certainly reduce the pressure on the need to expand the vegetable 

production in the high land area which is now limited”. 

 

According to Datuk Redza Rafiq, Chief Executive of NCIA, “This collaboration opens up 

opportunities and becomes a catalyst in transforming Malaysia into a major contributor to the 

global tropical seed industry. It reiterates NCIA's commitment in providing continuous support 

to the establishment of the first tropical seed breeding center in ASEAN.” 

 

- END - 



Note for editors 
Contact person  
Pankaj Malik, Regional Director Asia 
+ 60 123 043 522 
p.malik@enzazaden.com  
 
About Enza Zaden: BREEDING TO FEED THE WORLD  
Enza Zaden is an internationally leading vegetable breeding company. An independent family business for 80 
years, with the third generation running the company.  
 
Healthy food for everyone                    
Enza Zaden’s primary goal is to ensure that people anywhere in the world have access to healthy and varied 
vegetables. The company develops new varieties for over thirty vegetable crops, ranging from lettuces, sweet 
peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers and onions to bittergourds and bird’s eye chillies.  
From these varieties, it produces and sells seeds across the world. The production from this is staggering: over 
twenty billion lettuces are grown annually from Enza Zaden’s lettuce seeds and, each day, 460 million people 
across the world eat Enza Zaden’s vegetables. 
 

Innovation is key 
The vegetable breeding company invests large sums of money – thirty percent of its annual turnover – in people 
and research & development. And that pays off in the form of a constant flow of innovations on the global 
market. 
 

Close to customers 
Enza Zaden maintains close contacts with its customers via its 45 subsidiaries on all the continents. And its 
intensive cooperation with all the parties in the chain. 
 

Best of nature, supported by state-of-the art technology  
The breeding activities are based upon the best of nature and supported by highly advanced technology. The 
results? Increased production of high-quality vegetables from strong varieties that need less plant protection 
products, water or fertilizer during cultivation. Vegetable varieties with good disease resistance, nutritional 
value and authentic flavours.  
 

Entirely organic 
Safe and healthy food becomes more and more important for increasing numbers of people all over the world. 
With Vitalis Organic Seeds, Enza Zaden answers this fast-rising demand for organically grown vegetables.  
  

More info? 
enzazaden.com 
 

 
About NCIA 
Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) is the statutory body responsible for establishing direction, 
policies and strategies in relation to the NCER development programmes. Incorporated in June 2008, NCIA is 
mandated by the Malaysian government to promote and accelerate the development of NCER into a world-class 
economic region and a choice destination for investment, work and living.  
 
NCIA will continue to drive the evolution of NCER towards becoming a world-class economic region by 2025 by 
catalysing and implementing high value-add development programmes in three (3) key sectors namely 
Manufacturing, Agriculture & Bio-industries and Services. The subsectors for Services will be Tourism, Logistics 
and connectivity; and Global Business Services.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ms Aemizureen Kamarudin 
Head, Corporate Communications Division 
Email: aemi@ncer.com.my 
DL: + 604-238 2980 / Mobile: + 6019-2290879 
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