
 

 
 

 

 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ROBUST STRATEGIES TO ALLEVIATE COVID-19 

SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACT IN NCER  

Strategic High Impact Projects and Job Creation to Revive Economy 

 

Pangkor Island, Perak, 15 September 2020 – In tandem with the Malaysian Government’s 

economic recovery agenda, robust plans and strategies have been implemented in the 

Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER) to mitigate the impact of the on-going COVID-19 

pandemic on the socioeconomic needs of the Rakyat. The NCER Strategic Development Plan 

2021-2025 (SDP) that outlines these dynamic approaches was presented today at the NCIA 

Council Meeting chaired by Prime Minister YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin bin Haji Mohd. 

Yassin. 

The SDP is a dynamic and strategic framework that incorporates the actual situation on the 

ground of the NCER states of Perlis, Kedah, Penang and Perak to mitigate the socioeconomic 

impact of the pandemic. Strategic projects, high-impact investments and human capital 

programmes are designed to address the immediate needs of the Rakyat as well as 

businesses and industries to narrow the rural-urban development gap.  

The Prime Minister acknowledged the various socioeconomic challenges faced by the nation 

but assured that the government would ensure the impact on the Rakyat would be mitigated 

based on the initiatives implemented. "The Government has provided various forms of 

assistance and aid to ease the hardships shouldered by the Rakyat. The SDP is also 

aligned with the Government’s aspirations and would be vital in supporting  and 

accelerating the revival of the region’s economy through the implementation of 

strategic projects and human capital programmes to create and retain jobs for the 

rakyat," said YAB Prime Minister. 

The NCER is envisioned in the SDP to transform into a RM300 billion economy by 2025. 

However, the on-going pandemic has caused this target to be protracted by two years. 

Nevertheless, up to July 2020, NCIA has already achieved RM115.9 billion in cumulative 

realised investments and over 140,000 jobs created in the NCER.  Through the initiatives 

outlined in the SDP, NCER is projected to create more than 160,000 new jobs and over 42,000 

entrepreneurs, while the cumulative investment is forecast to grow to RM146.5 billion. More 

importantly for the Rakyat, the mean household income and B40 median household income in 

the NCER is targeted to reach RM10,500 and RM4,200 respectively.  

Ongoing Human Capital Programmes, specifically the empowerNCER, entrepreneurNCER, 

NCER Talent Enhancement Programme (NTEP) and Dana Usahawan Bumiputera (DUB) 

have been enhanced to focus on target groups affected by the pandemic especially in the B40 
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category by providing opportunities for job placement or entrepreneurship. To date, these 

programmes have cumulatively benefitted over 15,500 participants. In the long run, these 

programmes will provide the required workforce and talent to service the industry and support 

the growth of private sector investment. 

 

As part of the mitigation efforts to counter the effects of the pandemic, NCIA has customised 

two (2) fast track programmes from the above programmes known as JomKerja@NCER and 

JomNiaga@NCER that are anchored on reskilling and upskilling followed by soft skills training 

Existing Human Capital Programmes Up to July 2020 Target 2021-2025 

 

8,900 46,700 

Brief Description  

A Skills and entrepreneurship development programme for youth, women, unemployed 
graduates in B40 group and Orang Asli to increase their income though job placement or 
entrepreneurship; and an Academic programme for weak performing students to prevent 
future poor. 

Existing Human Capital Programmes Up to July 2020 Target 2021-2025 

 
5,500 9,360 

Brief Description  

Programme for micro enterprises and SMEs which provides top-up on bank loan interest 
through collaboration with Maybank and Agrobank, as well as coaching to facilitate their 
business growth. 

Existing Human Capital Programmes Up to July 2020 Target 2021-2025 

 
1,100 6,250 

Brief Description  

Enhance marketability and provide job opportunities for unemployed graduates and 
retrenched workers through human capital incentives to the private sector.  

Existing Human Capital Programmes Up to July 2020 Target 2021-2025 

 
14 companies 120 companies 

Brief Description  

Tipping point for eligible Bumiputera companies in the form of grants of 15% or maximum of 
RM2 million from cost of project.  
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to enable immediate marketability of job seekers and competitiveness of micro businesses. 

Over 8,000 participants are expected to benefit from these fast track programmes. 

“It is heartening to see that NCIA has swiftly mobilised its post-COVID plans, and efforts 

are already underway to create jobs and boost economic activities in NCER. Malaysia 

has a strong economic foundation and we urge the NCER states to continue the 

momentum and working together to correct the regional economic imbalance. This will 

collectively accelerate the post-COVID-19 economic recovery process. I am also happy 

to see the progress of these beneficiaries who have sustained and increased their 

livelihood, during these difficult times,” said Muhyiddin after interacting with several 

participants  of NCER’s Human Capital Programmes who came to greet the Prime Minister. 

To further drive the recovery of the NCER state’s economy for the benefit of the rakyat, NCIA 

will implement catalytic infrastructure projects such as the Northern Corridor Highway (NCH) 

spanning approximately 140 kilometres connecting Sungai Petani, Kedah, Batu Kawan, 

Penang, Changkat Jering in Perak and provide connectivity to the West Coast Expressway. 

This alternative highway network is a catalyst for development in the NCER by providing 

connectivity and accessibility especially in rural and underdeveloped areas.  

In Perlis, Chuping Valley Industrial Area (CVIA) project, Perlis Inland Port (PIP) and Chuping 

Agro Valley (CAV) will play an essential role in elevating the cross-border trade between 

Malaysia and Thailand.  CVIA will complement the regional cooperation of the Indonesia-

Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) platform by leveraging on the trade and 

economic ties between Malaysia and Thailand, given its strategic location at the border.  

On-going key projects in Kedah such as the Sidam Logistics, Aerospace and Manufacturing 

Hub (SLAM) and both Kedah Science and Technology Park (KSTP) located within Bukit Kayu 

Hitam Special Border Economic Zone (SBEZ) and Kedah Rubber City (KRC) in Padang Terap 

will complement the regional cooperation of the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle 

(IMT-GT) platform to bring in much needed investments and job opportunities for the Rakyat 

in Kedah. 

For the State of Perak, NCIA is spearheading the development of Silver Valley Technology 

Park (SVTP) and Ipoh Heritage Tourism projects in Ipoh, as well as facilitating the expansion 

of Lumut Port in Manjung and the growth of Tanjung Malim Auto Hub in Tg. Malim. NCIA is 

also supporting the development of Pulau Pangkor as a Duty-Free Island through the 

development and implementation of Pangkor Dutry Free Island Strategic Implementation Plan 

(SIP). These initiatives are aimed at attracting private sector investments and create quality 

job opportunities to the Rakyat. 

Penang is poised to be the focal point of research, development, and innovation in the NCER 

as the Technological Hub of the region. A key driver of this is the NCER Technology Innovation 

Center (NTIC) that will strengthen the E&E, M&E, Aerospace, and Medical Device ecosystems 

in region. NTIC will spur innovative and high value-added activities and promote R&D&C 



 

4 

culture. The NCIA-led Single Campus Initiative which positions Penang, Kulim, and Ipoh as a 

Single Campus will encourage cross-state collaboration to create a more holistic ecosystem, 

reduce competition and address regional imbalances. Existing programs supported by NCIA 

such as the Collaborative Research in Engineering, Science and Technology Centre (CREST), 

which focuses on industry-relevant research will further drive the growth of Penang’s R&D 

ecosystem. Another integral component for regional growth is the development of logistical 

capabilities. This is exemplified in the expansion of Penang Port, as its increased capacity will 

ensure that Penang continues to be the nexus for both local and international logistics and 

trade within the region. 

“We are relentless in our efforts and strategies in helping those impacted by the pandemic, as 

the wellbeing of those affected is our utmost priority.  NCIA is fully committed to ensure that 

the Rakyat, businesses and industries in NCER remain resilient in adapting to the new normal,” 

said Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace John, Chief Executive, NCIA. 

The  Council Meeting was also attended by Council Members YB Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed, 

Minister in Prime Minister’s Department (Economy),  YBM Tengku Dato’ Sri Zafrul Tengku 

Abdul Aziz, Minister of Finance, YAB Dato’ Seri Azlan bin Man, Perlis Menteri Besar, YAB 

Dato’ Seri Ahmad Faizal bin Dato’ Azumu, Perak Menteri Besar, YAB Haji Muhammad Sanusi 

bin Md Nor, Kedah Menteri Besar, YAB Tuan Chow Kon Yeow, Chief Minister of Penang, 

private sector representatives YBhg Tan Sri Dr. Ir. Ahmad Tajuddin Ali, Joint-Chairman 

(Industry) of the Malaysian Industry-Government Group for High Technology (MIGHT) and YM 

Tengku Muhammad Taufik Tengku Kamadjaja Aziz, President and Group Chief Executive 

Office, PETRONAS. 

– ENDS – 

 

 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

 

About NCIA  

The Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) is a regional development authority responsible for establishing directions, 

devising policies and strategies related to the socioeconomic development of the Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER). 

Incorporated in June 2008 under the Northern Corridor Implementation Authority Act 2008 (Act 687), NCER encompasses the 

four northern states of Kedah, Penang, Perak and Perlis in Peninsular Malaysia. NCIA’s Chief Executive is Datuk Seri Jebasingam 

Issace John. 

NCIA drives the growth of NCER towards becoming an excellent economic region while catalysing and implementing high value-

added development programmes in six (6) economic clusters: Manufacturing, Agribusiness, Petrochemical, Mining, Green 

Economy and Services (Inc. Tourism; Logistics and Connectivity; and Digital Economy).  

Media Contact: 

YM Raja Dato’ Zamilia Raja Mansur  
Head, Corporate Communications Unit 
Email: rajazamilia@ncer.com.my 
Mobile: + 019 286 2944  | DL:  + 604-502 0708 

En. Ariff bin Ahmad 
Head, Public Relations and Media Management 
Corporate Communications Unit 
Emel: ariffahmad@ncer.com.my 
Mobile: + 016 328 8944  | GL:  + 604-502 0708 

 

For more information, please visit us at http://www.ncer.com.my 
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