
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NCER PRIORITISES SOCIOECONOMIC RECOVERY FOR PERLIS BY FACILITATING 

CONNECTIVITY AND MOBILITY FOR THE RAKYAT 

 

Kangar, 21 January 2021 – In the Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER) Strategic 

Development Plan (SDP) 2021-2025, connectivity and mobility infrastructure are important 

enablers to facilitate the Region’s socioeconomic recovery from the impact of the on-going 

COVID-19 pandemic. The Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) will focus to 

enhance transport, logistics & distribution and utility infrastructure, and strengthen urban-rural 

linkages to further boost the economic ecosystem for Perlis. 

 

The strategic geographical location of Perlis near the Malaysia-Thailand border puts it in 

advantageous position to capitalise on the various economic and business opportunities of 

cross-border trade. Logistical and mobility infrastructure is critical to be improved to overcome 

the problem of congestion at the Malaysia-Thailand border area. Padang Besar is one of the 

main entrances for export goods from Southern Thailand.  

 

To further enhance the border trade between Malaysia and Thailand, the Padang Besar 

Terminal has been upgraded to reduce the bottleneck in cargo movement by increasing the 

container handling volume capacity by KTMB at Padang Besar Railway Terminal from 110,000 

TEUs to 150,000 TEUs per year (TEU = twenty-foot equivalent unit describes the capacity of 

container ships and container terminals).  

 

“With the completion of this project, the efficiency of container handling at the border has been 

improved. This will attract more private sector investment and encourage more economic 

activity, ultimately leading to the expansion and investment in the Perlis In-land Port (PIP)," 

said Perlis Menteri Besar, YAB Datuk Seri Azlan Man at the NCIA-Jawatankuasa Pemandu 

Negeri (JPN) meeting held online earlier today. 

 

PIP is planned to further boost the border trade between Malaysia and Thailand, and at the 

same time to cater for the logistics requirement of industry players at the Chuping Valley 

Industrial Area (CVIA) by providing direct rail connectivity to Penang Port. 

 

A key catalytic project for Perlis, CVIA will encourage the development of key focus areas of 

Halal and Green Manufacturing. To date, committed investments exceed RM460 million and 
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over 600 job opportunities are in the pipeline from companies operating in the Medical Devices, 

Electrical & Electronics (E&E), and Smart Agriculture industries. CVIA is ahead of schedule 

with 60 acres to be completed with infrastructure by end January 2021 and ready for investors. 

“The spill over impact of this project has tremendous potential on the state’s socioeconomic 

development with potential RM4.5 billion in total private investments and 12,000 jobs created 

once CVIA is fully completed,” said Azlan. 

Connectivity and mobility are also important concerns for the rakyat. To improve logistical 

infrastructure, NCIA is working with the State Government of Perlis to develop Kangar Sentral, 

a new integrated bus terminal with bigger capacity and better accessibility with many new 

amenities for the public. Construction started in October last year and it is planned for 

completion by Q2 2023 at an overall cost of RM 30 million. 

As an effort to revive the Perlis tourism industry, a feasibility study will be done to redevelop 

the Kuala Perlis Jetty Terminal. Improvements to the facilities and logistical connectivity are 

necessary to enable more efficient traffic flow and promote business activities. 

“NCIA is prioritising improvements to connectivity and mobility infrastructure in Perlis to 

facilitate economic activities across the state. These initiatives will benefit border trade 

between Malaysia and Thailand with the objective of bringing much needed socioeconomic 

development to less developed areas for the benefit of the rakyat during this challenging 

period,” said Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace John, Chief Executive of NCIA. 

– ENDS– 

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

 

About NCIA  

The Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) is a regional development authority responsible for establishing directions, devising 

policies and strategies related to the socioeconomic development of the Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER). Incorporated in June 

2008 under the Northern Corridor Implementation Authority Act 2008 (Act 687), NCER encompasses the four northern states of Kedah, 

Penang, Perak and Perlis in Peninsular Malaysia. NCIA’s Chief Executive is Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace John. 

NCIA drives the growth of NCER towards becoming an excellent economic region while catalysing and implementing high value-added 

development programmes in six (6) economic clusters: Manufacturing, Agribusiness, Petrochemical, Mining, Green Economy and Services 

(Inc. Tourism; Logistics and Connectivity; and Digital Economy).  
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YM Raja Dato’ Zamilia Raja Mansur  
Head, Corporate Communications Unit 
Email: rajazamilia@ncer.com.my 
Mobile: + 019 286 2944  | DL:  + 604-502 0708 

En. Ariff bin Ahmad 
Head, Public Relations and Media Management 
Corporate Communications Unit 
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For more information, please visit us at http://www.ncer.com.my 
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