
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NCER DRAWS RM16 BILLION IN INVESTMENTS DESPITE PANDEMIC 

HEADWINDS 

Creation of 19,652 jobs is testimony of investors’ continued confidence in Malaysia, says PM 

 

25 June 2021 – The Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) today announced that 

it has secured investments of over RM16 billion for 2021, generating 19,652 jobs. This is a 

testament of investors’ confidence in the Government’s ability to manage the COVID-19 

pandemic.   

 

The announcement was made at the 26th NCIA Council meeting held virtually and chaired by 

YAB Prime Minister Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin bin Haji Mohd Yassin. In the meeting, the 

Prime Minister also witnessed eight (8) companies expressing commitments to make high-

impact investments in Kedah, Penang, Perak and Perlis.  

 

The investments received by NCIA in collaboration with the Ministry of Finance (MOF), the 

Economic Planning Unit (EPU), Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) and the 

Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA) are in line with the Government’s efforts 

to successfully roll out the National Recovery Plan announced by the Prime Minister on 15 

June 2021. 

 

The investments secured by NCIA this year is further proof of the Authority’s success in 

building a resilient ecosystem that will lead to recovery post-COVID-19 pandemic, and at the 

same time provide social security nets for the Rakyat. 

 

In today’s meeting, the Council was also presented with updates on the various socioeconomic 

plans like the COVID-19 recovery plan as well as the implementation of human capital 

programmes focused on the Rakyat’s welfare. 

 

Others who attended today’s meeting were the Minister of Finance, Minister in the Prime 

Minister’s Department (Economy), Chief Secretary to the Government, Menteri Besar and 

Chief Minister of the respective NCER States, and representatives from the private sector, 

namely the President and Chief Executive of PETRONAS and SIRIM chairman. 
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Earlier in his message to the meeting, the Prime Minister said the encouraging investments 

showed investors' confidence in the country's economic fundamentals despite the challenges 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

According to the Prime Minister, the investment commitments and job opportunities created 

are a sign of the investor community's confidence in the viability of Malaysia and the NCER 

states. 

 

"Under the National Recovery Plan announced on June 15, the Government seeks to provide 

vaccines to as many members of the population as possible in Malaysia by the end of this year 

or earlier. This will help to revive the current pandemic situation including business and 

economic activities. Today the investment commitments we see, God-willing, will support and 

accelerate our recovery process, especially in the NCER," said the Prime Minister. 

 

The massive investments secured by the NCIA this year is a testament of the Agency’s 

success in building a resilient ecosystem that drives recovery, post-COVID-19 pandemic, while 

providing social safety nets for the people.  

 

The investments are also in line with the Northern Corridor Economic Region Strategic 

Development Plan (NCER SDP) 2021-2025. The SDP is anchored on the “Growth with Equity” 

vision of turning NCER to be a world-class economic region by 2025 and to focus on the 

socioeconomic recovery efforts for the people and business communities. 

 

In today’s event, two pioneer investors have agreed to cumulatively inject RM1.55 billion into 

Kedah Rubber City (KRC), the first dedicated Rubber Industrial Park in the country. KRC’s 

infrastructure development is progressing ahead of schedule and is slated to begin operations 

in Q4 2021. 

 

The investors are Hong Seng Industries Sdn Bhd (RM1.5 billion) and LTS Logistics Sdn Bhd 

(RM55 million). Jointly, they are expected to create 2,630 jobs. 

 

Linking the region’s major rubber producers in the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth 

Triangle (IMT-GT), KRC will strengthen the rubber value chain across the upstream, 

midstream and downstream segments in the IMT-GT sub-region, enabling local small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to be more competitive. 
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The NCIA has also been able to draw and grow the medical devices industry, which has 

seen robust growth following the pandemic. Aspen Glove Sdn Bhd is acquiring 222 acres of 

land in the Kulim Hi-Tech Park to manufacture Nitrile and Natural Rubber surgical gloves. 

Meanwhile, Ammorium Resources Sdn Bhd will set up a plant to design, develop and 

manufacture medical-grade nitrile examination gloves products on a 52-hectare land in 

Tronoh, Perak.  

 

The Electrical and Electronics (E&E) industry continues to be a major engine of growth in 

the NCER. Bayan Lepas-based Intel Technology Sdn Bhd and Intel Microelectronics (M) Sdn 

Bhd, both wholly-owned subsidiaries of a Fortune 500 listed company, will invest RM4.4 billion, 

creating an estimated 1,593 jobs. 

 

Meanwhile, Batu Kawan-based Greatech Integration (M) Sdn Bhd, a homegrown Large Local 

Company (LLC), and a world-leading solution provider in the area of factory automation, 

machinery and equipment in the E&E industry will be investing an additional RM1.6 billion on 

a new operations facility, expected to commence operations in Q4 2021. This is expected to 

create 450 jobs.  

 

Another E&E investor is Infineon Technologies (Kulim) Sdn Bhd, which is injecting RM2.65 

billion in its high-end fully-integrated wafer fabrication facility in Kulim Hi-Tech Park. The plant 

is a competence centre for semiconductor wafer fabrication focussing on megatrends in 

automative and power management technologies. The company’s investment is expected to 

create 1,815 new jobs. 

 

The investments by these companies reflect the industry’s confidence in the country and 

region’s economy post-pandemic and show the immense potential the E&E sector holds for 

the future. 

 

Intel and Greatech are also taking part in the NCER Talent Enhancement Programme (NTEP) 

that provides high-value employment opportunities for local graduates.  

 

Another strategic project in NCER is the NCER Agriculture Economic Zone (NAEZ), located 

in Chuping-Bukit Kayu Hitam and Transkrian. This regional project is endorsed by Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Industry (MAFI) and its affiliated agencies; and is set to drive Malaysia’s 

advancement in the agrofood arena and ensure the nation’s food security. The NAEZ is 

expected to create an economic impact of RM6.1 billion, attract private investment of RM5 

billion and create more than 17,600 job opportunities by 2025 for the region. 
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In line with the NAEZ initiative, FGV Integrated Farming Holdings Sdn. Bhd, a wholly owned 

subsidiary of FGV Holdings Berhad is transforming Chuping to be a large-scale farming area 

for major agriculture activities. The project is set to unlock the full potential of almost 4,500 

hectares of agriculture land in FGV Chuping Agro Valley through the development of an 

Integrated High-Value Cash Crop Plantation and the potential development of a fully integrated 

large-scale dairy farming that will commence after completion of a comprehensive feasibility 

and technical study by end 2021. 

 

Datuk Seri Jebasingam added that NCIA's integrated human capital programmes particularly 

Kasih Ibu NCER and fast track programmes, JomKerja@NCER and JomNiaga@NCER are in 

line with the Government’s efforts to help the rakyat as well as micro and SMEs get back on 

their feet following the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

“These are signs that an economic rebound is set to take place soon. There is new hope and 

the light at the end of the tunnel is getting brighter,” he added.  

 

– ENDS – 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

 

About NCIA  

 

The Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA) is a regional development authority responsible for establishing directions, devising 

policies and strategies related to the socioeconomic development of the Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER). Incorporated in June 

2008 under the Northern Corridor Implementation Authority Act 2008 (Act 687), NCER encompasses the four northern states of Kedah, 

Penang, Perak and Perlis in Peninsular Malaysia. NCIA’s Chief Executive is Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace John.  

NCIA drives the growth of NCER towards becoming an excellent economic region while catalysing and implementing high value-added 

development programmes in six (6) economic clusters: Manufacturing, Agribusiness, Petrochemical, Mining, Green Economy and Services 

(Inc. Tourism; Logistics and Connectivity; and Digital Economy).  

Media Contact: 

YM Raja Dato’ Zamilia Raja Mansur  
Head, Corporate Communications Unit 
Email: rajazamilia@ncer.com.my 
Mobile: + 019 286 2944  | DL:  + 604-502 0708 

En. Ariff bin Ahmad 
Head, Public Relations and Media Management 
Corporate Communications Unit 
Emel: ariffahmad@ncer.com.my 
Mobile: + 016 328 8944  | GL:  + 604-502 0708 
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Additional Information on Investments and Job Creation in NCER 
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Additional Information on NCER Integrated Human Capital 

Programmes 


